Running head: ART APPRECIATION
ART APPRECIATION









Art Appreciation Paper
Name
Institution of Affiliation 


Art Appreciation
The most important thing to recognize is that no piece of art seen anywhere exists in a vacuum. Every piece of art exists within a ‘discourse’: a historical and cultural narrative of which the piece of art forms a part.  Failure to have information regarding the context and the discourse of an art picture means that someone cannot have an idea of the deeper meaning of the portrait. Ancient art has been imperative in the history of art from the very primitive pieces contemporary ones. To appreciate artists and their art galleries, it is vital to understand elements art which are the building blocks of art pieces. These elements of art include line, shape, form, color, value, space, and texture. Art appreciation involves the analysis of artworks and understanding of how the elements of art were used effectively. This reflection paper provides a brief highlight of my experience in various museums and art galleries in the U.S.
National Museum of Natural History
 A visit to the National Museum of Natural History in Washington DC had been on my cards and we planned these events with my cousins. It was one of the best museum I have ever been to and it was free. The guide who showed us around pointed out to us that the building housed more than 140 million cultural artifacts and natural science specimens.  To avoid traffic in the main public entrance, we entered the museum through the public the public transportation system. Its massive size and its green arena as well as the numerous arts and things of history that were preserved inside the building amazed me. On entry into the building, the mammals department caught my attention where I saw an elephant that probably weighed over 7000 kilograms, an African Bush Elephant. I imagined this life of this elephant when it was alive like it could sleep anywhere; no one would mess with this monster. There were other mammals from various continents, from Africa, to Asia, to Europe.
We visited different halls displaying various artworks and artifacts including the 45.5-carat Hope Diamond hall, the mammals’ hall, the ocean hall, the insect zoo, the hall of human origins. I witnessed some of most renowned artifacts in the world, especially those of natural history and human artifacts such as the tools used by early man and the remains of extinct animals such as dinosaurs. The guide also informed us that the museum offers teens a lab in its Orius education center where they can make their own scientific innovations.  The cursed hope diamond, which was my prime interest, was located in the Janet Annenberg hall of Geology, Minerals, and Gems. The gem had folklores and superstitions surrounding it and the guide informed us that it had a net worth of 500 billion dollars. Other places that we visited in the area include the Sant Ocean Hall that displayed a replica of a right whale from North Atlantic. In the Butterfly Pavilion, we watched hundreds of live butterflies. After the long day of visiting the different areas in the building, we had our dinner at the Atrium Café in the museum and thereafter, we rested at the John IMAX Theater watching a film.
W, D.C National Gallery of Art
In the National Gallery of Art, I witnessed a variety of  exhibits and art collections from numerous historical eras and countries. They were more than 141, 000 drawings, paintings, sculptures, and photographs with some dating all the back to the Middle Ages, based on the information from workers in the building. At the outside of the building was the Henry Moore’s statue nicely complementing I am Pay’s architecture. I was amazed to see exhibits from famous artists such as Pablo Picasso, Alexander Calder, Jasper Johns, Barbara Kruger, and Mark Rothko whose historical and societal reflective art galleries have been the hallmark of both ancient and modern art. There were also artworks from renaissance masters and contemporary marvels that have advanced in form and structure. The19th-century art pieces impressed me as a lover of modern art through their striking visuals and undeniable expertise. The West building of the facility had a stunningly designed pillar of contemporary art with sculptures arranged by period and national origin in a brilliant and comprehensive manner. 
There were collections impressionism and others of the Italian Renaissance that provided a delight and pleasing scene in the building. Each room had a handout with description of the painting. There were paintings by Matisse, he and Cezane together demonstrated the beauties of the 19th century. I also witnessed paintings from LaHaye, which represented modernism with his industrialism, Giacometti’s existential sculptures, and Mondrian’s geometric patterns, among many others. The garden in the sculpture was also a site that was interesting to watch due to my love for art and design. The area adjacent to the west building, had beautiful trees, walking, and resting places with 17 artworks from the Gallery’s collection. Among the collections was the Indiana famous Amor, a play on the artist’s Love sculpture. 
W, D.C Metropolitan Museum of Art
If  I am to be asked my experience at the Metropolitan  Museum of Art, I would it was spectacular, probably the best tour I have ever had in terms of depth, information. The guide did an extremely good job. The guide indicated that the museum has more than 2 million collections of art spanning over 5000 years of human culture and history from all European masters, classical antiquity, ancient Egypt, and modern art.  I saw pieces from Asian, African, Indian, Oceanian, Islamic, and Byzantine art (Art Smart). There were also musical instruments, costumes, and accessories as well as antique weapon and armor from around the around the world.
The notable works that I observed in the museum include the many statues and stained glass by Louis Comfort, the huge painting of Washington by Emmanuel Leutze, a Lincoln bronze statue by Augustus Saint-Gaudens. There were also paintings from the 1800s such as the Flower Girl by Charles Cromwell, Madame X by Singer Sargent, a living room from Francis W. Little House, window, and side chairs by Frank Wright. The museum had exhibits that focused exclusively on the art pieces of Pablo Picasso. It featured more than 300 pieces including the complete holdings of drawings, paintings, sculptures, and ceramics by Picasso as well as assortments of the artist’s prints. The core areas that sustained the Artist’s interests were represented in the museum with arts ranging in date from the stylish self-portrait of 1900 to the remarkable Seated Musketeer and Standing Nude painted in the 1960s. these arts amazed me especially with my love for both ancient and modern art including those of Impressionism, Renaissance, and abstract eras.
NY the Museum of Modern Art
Through the museum guide, I was able to ascertain that the building had over 200, 000 exhibits mainly from photography, drawings, sculpture, paintings, design, architecture, media, and performance. The masterpieces that I observed in the building were mainly from postimpressionism, abstraction, surrealism, and cubism as well as pop art and exhibits from contemporary artists. Though there were all kinds of exhibits in the museum, its paintings were the most distinct and took centre stage in my view as an art stricken individual.
The museum offered a highlight of modern and contemporary art with its archives holding the chief source material regarding the history of modern art. The exhibits signified creativity, ignited my mind, and inspired to think about develop my own pieces. This made the site to be worth my visit, as I sought to understand the dynamics of modern art. The guides assisted me in understanding the meaning and settings of the various arts in the building. I viewed original works made by some mid-century masters of art such as Ellsworth Kelly, Jasper Johns, and works from contemporary conceptualists such as Martin Kippenberger and Sol LeWitt.
NY Griffith Observatory, LA
In the Griffith Observatory, I was able to view the Los Angeles basin, Hollywood, Downtown, and the Pacific Ocean.  I learned that the observatory is divided into six sections: the Ahmanson Hall of the sky, the wider hall of the eye, the Gunther Depth of Space Hall, the Cosmic Connection, the Edge of Space Mezzanine, and the W.M. Keck Foundation Central Rotunda.
I viewed exhibits, enjoyed fantastic scenes of LA and Hollywood sign, and watched live shows in the Oschin Planetarium using a telescope. The exhibit site presented a sparkling imagination and awe inherent in astronomy. In my view of the scene using the giant telescopes, images elicited a connection with the universe and imagination of its real appearance.  I also enjoyed the use the use of interactive features that employ lenses and mirrors to concentrate light on objects of the sky such as the sun and moon. In another part of the observatory I watched the Cosmic Connections that portrayed the history of the universe and presented plays on the events of big bang using pieces of jewelry from astronomy. In the Gunther Depths of Space Hall I saw the positions of the planets relative to the sun with details and facts concerning each planet listed below it. 
Visiting these places was a great adventure and a learning experience that allowed me to appreciate how much America has contributed to the preservation ancient artworks and modern developments.  Viewing some of the ancient art pieces allowed me to have real understanding of the elements of artwork that I have learned in class. The museum visits also around me to understand the various styles used by famous artists such as Picasso and Matisse.
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